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the sake of originality.    The Princess of Parma

told me that one lady whistled for her with a

guitar accompaniment.    Those who know my

compositions ask me: eJouez-moi votre second

Soupir - j'aime beaucoup vos cloches/ And every

remark ends with ' like water/ meaning that it

flows like water.   I have not yet played to any

Englishwoman without her saying to me, ' Like

water * !   They all look at their hands and play

the wrong notes with much feeling.    Eccentric

folk, God help them ! "    He appreciated how

kind and well-meaning these good people were,

and, ill as he was, suffered their attentions with

the utmost patience, even when they desired to

discuss religion : " Apart from all else, my kind

Scottish ladies are wearying me again.    Mrs.

Erskine, who is a very religious Protestant, good

soul, would perhaps like to make a Protestant

of me ; she brings me the Bible, talks about the

soul, quotes the Psalms to me;  she is religious,

poor thing, and she is greatly concerned about

my soul. She is always telling me that the other

world is better than this one ; and I know all that

by heart."

It is for such glimpses as these that we are in-
debted to the relations and friends who preserved
the letters they received from Chopin. Not all
took care to do so. Some did not think of attach-
ing any value to the letters. Others destroyed a
correspondence that was fall of intimate secrets,
and it is probable that some of the letters that
Chopin received met a similar fate. According